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“There are two classes of pedestrians in these

days of reckless motor-traffic: the quick and
the dead.”

Lord Dewar 1864-1930

‘Knockout tournament. Jeremy Bugler on official attitudes to the vulnerable pedestrian’, The
Guardian, Mar 8, 1976, p. 14.



FATAL ACCIDENTS
On roads, ¥allways and in mines and factories
1905 - 1834
Neote (1) The curve for total |m1u:.l||.i.1 accidenta is the sum of
the rallway, factory and fmine eurves.

(2) Statistics of Foactory accidents were not  published
hetween 1914 and 1919,

Fatal Accidents

(%) Road ensualties were first published in 19049,
Britain
1905-1934
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The graph har been contributed by M. H. G, Buxton.
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Structure of this paper

0 Changes of walking environments

0 Discourses of pedestrians’ safety

0 Experience of safety and walking behaviour



Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1913
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Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1925




Karlsplatz, Munich,
Germany 1952
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Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1963
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Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1983
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“TIPS” AND “CUES” FOR PEDESTRIANS,

An accurately lurned Billiard Ball will always
c-é‘;‘?’( '%% &é’

S Deomt twen your back to ihe traffic when crossing a street, B
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%
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Don't dart steaight scross o road, bob let your course be e
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- Don't fall to use rofuges wherever available, Towseowsis Sg
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i Makp wite P ars Sl fre U Lra(Tee b bl mais andl nlds wirssin, wod, melnpharically, e A
'B iy e Bidderd Ol %&-&
(N Don'l attempt te sgueeze your way through a block o the B,
\}% trafiie, The erbide ®ap Gemmance B Eoan RNl FoE s S e rhd ool b ﬂk&_&.
I, crembed  AbwEfs ‘_En“;\,."
E&"—* Don’l omit to koep @ sharp look-sut for on-coming traffic, }" “'&
Baers upgicg o) e het <
Dan't fall to toke speclal eBre Bl BEZHL LIMME. Cre e ol o
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i Don't attempd to boord, or alight from, & vehicls untll you R
R:. are certaln the road 18 ClEAF. Dty o serve, sdiae pes pres s o B
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: i Dom'l Mﬂgﬂ to look bath ways before crossing o road, o "ﬁ
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Don’l fall to warn other pedestrians who may be walking "
i I Inl0 dNNERr, Teer mar be = Ak dided  Migeal s Ibis 16

Don'l forget thal an essential principle of
“Safety Firsl” is Lo
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DON'TS FOR CYCLISTS

INCE the War began, more than 110 cyclists have been killed

and LM injured in the streets of the Metropalitan area, It is

believed that a number of these accidents were avoidable, and en

appeal is made to all cyclists to exercise every care whilst riding

in the streets.  The lollowing sugrestions will, if acted vpon, tend
to reduce the number of accidents, [atal and otherwise —
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TO ALL ROAD USERS—SAFETY FIRST
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Belisha-beacon crossing 1934




1931

THE
HIGHWAY CODE

THE HIGHWAY CODE,

CONTERTS,
Pace
To arr UsERS oF THE HIGEWAY vi+  wu 4a 3 I — . L5
Trsusid inigter TANSpOC
To TEE DRIVEss oF oW VEwes . w  § with the Authority of Parliament in
To Moroe Cyoiists a0 aw E oee A0 parsuance of Section 45 of the
To 1eE DRivers oF Hosse-DRAWH VERICLES .. 11 Boad Traffic Act, 1830,
“To PERsonS 1 CHARGE OF AIMALE ., ve 1I
Ta Prpar CVCLETS ol N i i X
IHTETRETIANE 05 e G . del o ar B i TO_ALL USERS OF THE HIGHWAY.
GENERAL.
FRAFFIC AIGNALS, LWAYS be carciul snd considerete towards
A pthers, Az a respomsible citizen’ yon have a
Pazt I diity o the community not to endanger or im-
SR AT T £ SR SO Chie G peda others in their Ewiul nae of the King's Highway,
OTHERS ENGAGED Remember that all persons—pedestrians, cyclists,
TRATFIC i o A e 15 ¢sone -leading, Tiding or driving animals and the
i L b= 3y £ Enuers of moter or horse-drawn velieles—have a
right to use the highway and an obligatien to respect
Fart 11, the rizhts of others. Good manners and considesation
e for others are asdesicable and are as much appreciated
SIGHALS T BE GIVEN BEY DRIVERS i, R on the 1oad as elsewhers,
Bear in mind the difficultics of otbers and try not
toadd to them,
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1939, Brixton Free Press, August 11.



Pedestrian Crossing

Director: Michael Law
Duration: 2min 15sec
Release Date: 1948
Sponsor: Central Office of Information for Ministry of Transport
Synopsis: Humorous road safety trailer on the correct use of

pedestrian crossings

http://www.national archives.gov.uk/films/1945t01951/filmpage pc.htm
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The Pedestrian no. 18 (Autumn 1955), front.
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Traffic light experiments

Pedestrian-operated flashing beacons
1956
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The Pedestrian no. 20 (Spring 1956), 19;
The Pedestrian no. 30 (Autumn 1938), 19.




Traffic light experiments

Panda cross n 1962 “The first panda crossing
outside Waterl oo station

caused confusion “
Easily recognisable, BBC, 2 Aprll 1962.

the new traffic signal at

PANDA CROSSINGS is always
accompanied by triangular shaped
black and white markings across the
road: those on Zebra crossings

are rectangular. In addition, the
post carries a yellow globe with
black horizontal stripes. Two panals
on tha signal post each carry a
push-button for pedestrians to prass
whean they want o cross

For details of the proper way to
use these crossings please see the
middle page of this leaflet

This is a one-yoar experiment
These new crossings will replace
Zobra crossings In Guildlord and
Lincoln, and one or two will be
installed in 22 other places in
diffarent parts of the country

Pompmd oy S sy of [omey el e Comsiel (e of |aliomstins
. [ [ S S ——————



Traffic light experiments

Watch out for YOUR signal

X-Ways

New Push-Button Pedestrian Crossings

o
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1963 1967

1955-1965
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AUTOMATIC TELEPHOMNE & ELECTRIC €a, LTD.
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Pelican crossing 1968
(PEdestrian LIght CONtrolled)
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Green Cross Code campaign 1971-

Televison adverts

Green Cross Code

SPLINK
(Find @) Safe (place to cross)

(Stand on the) Pavement near the kerb

L ook (for traffic)

|f (traffic is coming, let it pass)

(When thereis) No (traffic near, walk across the road)
K eep (looking and listening for traffic as you cross).




,You can't argue with acar®

The National Archives, Public Information Films
http://www.national archives.gov.uk/films/
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South Shields, Chichester Junction

1930s

National Tramway Museum, photographic collection.
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Sheffield Fitzalan Square today




Conclusion

O pedestrians ->broader cultural context of walking
—>neglected element to the history of mass motorization

O pedestrians ->little accessto law, minimal influence over decisions
—>both walkers and car users (more interest in car-use?)

O pedestrians ->more often took the quicker route than the safer one

Moving freely became increasingly limited.



